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see project.

objective:

engaging with regional, national 

and European governments to 

integrate design into innovation 

policypolicy. 
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aim.

this study seeks to present a review of the current 
state of innovation policy across Europe with 
particular emphasis on the growing prevalence of 
academia-industry links and the role of design.
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approach.

• mapped the scope and depth of innovation policies 
using the expertise of the SEE project partners ausing the expertise of the SEE project partners – a 
network of eleven European design organisations.

• performed content analysis of policy documents.

• identified the innovation policy priorities in the 
interactive workshop with government representatives 
and design practitionersand design practitioners.

• tabulated strategic priorities for comparative tabu ated st ateg c p o t es o co pa at e
analysis.
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definitions.

‘innovation is the implementation of a new or 
significantly improved product (good or service) or g y p p (g )
process, a new marketing method, or a new 
organisational method in business practices, 
workplace organisation or external relations.’
Oslo Manual, Guidelines for Collecting and Interpreting Innovation Data, Organisation for 
Economic Co operation and Development 3rd edition 2005Economic Co-operation and Development, 3rd edition, 2005 

‘d i i h t li k ti it d i ti It‘design is what links creativity and innovation. It 
shapes ideas to become practical and attractive 
propositions for users or customers.’propositions for users or customers.
Cox Review of Creativity in Business: building on the UK’s strengths, HM Treasury, 2005
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innovation policy context.

‘Europe is aiming to become the leading knowledge-
based economy. However, innovation excellence is 
lost somewhere between R&D and the market.’ 

Jerzy Buzek President of the European Parliament first European Innovation SummitJerzy Buzek, President of the European Parliament, first European Innovation Summit, 
October 2009
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background.

the policy remit for innovation is expanding fromthe policy remit for innovation is expanding from 
the traditional drivers of innovation:
• technology
• R&D
• product development

PARADIGM SHIFT

to encompass a myriad of more flexible issues:
• service innovation
• social innovation
• academia-industry links

ser dri en inno ation incl ding design
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• user-driven innovation including design



innovation policy context.

although the European Commission recognises that 
‘Europe does not lack clusters’ it states that clusters 
in the EU lack ‘innovation capacity’.

Presidency Conclusions of the Brussels European Council 7652/08, 13-14 March 2008
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innovation policy context.

the next European innovation policy, due autumn 2010 
‘should include all forms of innovation in both the 
public and private sector, including non-technological 
innovation, research-based innovation, innovation in 

i d i d i ti ’services, design and eco-innovation’.

Conclusions: Towards a competitive, innovative and eco-efficient Europe – a contribution by 
h C i i C il h 2010 i b d 2982 d C i i C ilthe Competitiveness Council to the post-2010 Lisbon agenda, 2982nd Competitiveness Council 

Meeting, 4th December 2009
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examining the innovation policy 
priorities in Europepriorities in Europe.
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examining the innovation policy priorities in Europe.
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examining the innovation policy 
priorities in Europepriorities in Europe.
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examining the innovation policy 
priorities in Europepriorities in Europe.

‘it i i ti t i i i d t li k• ‘it is imperative to improve science-industry linkages, 
world-class innovation clusters and develop regional 
networks ’networks.
Presidency Conclusions of the Brussels European Council 7652/08, 13-14 March 2008

• strengthening the R&D potential of European regions by 
fusing expertise from academia and industry is crucial for 
creating recognised poles of international excellence. 

• design can enhance the innovative capacity in• design can enhance the innovative capacity in 
academia-industry links as a key component in bringing 
products to the market more quickly.
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p oducts to t e a et o e qu c y



case study: KTP using design.

M t M i
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Mustang Marine. 
http://designwales.org/downloads/DM08_ProductEnglish.pdf



conclusions.
• innovation is undergoing a paradigm shift from 
technological to non-technological processes and issues.

• six themes emerged as the most common across the 
i ti li d i i ti bliinnovation policy agendas: service innovation, public 
procurement, lead markets and eco-innovation, IPR, 
collaborative clusters and networks and broadening thecollaborative clusters and networks and broadening the 
scope of innovation to include design and creativity.

• design can enhance the innovative capacity in 
academia-industry links. 
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thank you. Anna Whicher  awhicher@designwales.org

www.seeproject.org www.iidps.org
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